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THE ARMY POSTAL SERVICE

[image: Figure, page 1]

FM 12-105 *C 2


TU' ,,AYMY POSTAL SERVICE'

CEarNsG ,s . ' * / . NWAR .DEPARTMENT, No. 2 WASHINGTON, January 16, 1942.

FM 12-105, November 12, 1940, is changed as follows:

El 20. SERVICE AT POSTS, CAMPS, AND STATIONS.--- (1) Delivery.-Except as prescribed in (3) below, the local agency of the Post Office Department segregates all classes of incoming mail by regiment or separate unit if possible and delivers it to personnel designated by commanding officers for distribution to troops.

[A. G. 062.11 (6-2-41).] (C 2, Jan. 16, 1942.)

BY OiDER OF TIIE SECRETARBY OF WAR:

G. C. MARSHALL, Chief of Staff.

OFFIOIAL:

E. S. ADAMS, Major General, The Adjutant General.

* These changes supersede section II, Training Circular No. 41, War Department, 1941.
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Prepared under direction of The Adjutant General

[image: Figure, page 2]

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE WASHINGTON: 1940

FM 12-105, Adjutant General's Field Manual, The Army Postal Service, is published for the information and guidance of all concerned.

[A. C. 062.11 (9-9-40).]

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

G. C. MARSHALL, Chief of Staff.

OFFICIAL:

E. S. ADAMS, Major General, The Adiutant General.





APPENDIX — GENERAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN

THE U. S. POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT AND THE WAR DEPARTMENT CONCERNING ARMY POSTAL SERVICE March 19, 1940.


GENERAL

Having in mind the importance, from a morale standpoint, of a prompt and efficient mail service for personnel of the Army in emergencies, and during appropriate periods of field training in peace time, the U. S. Post Office Department and the War Department enter into an agreement as stated below.



DEFINITIONS

Essentially military and postal terms as used in this agreement are defined as follows:

A Theatre of Operations is an area designated as such by the War Department in which military operations are being or may be conducted. A Theatre of Operations is normally divided into a "Combat Zone" and a "Communications Zone."

A Combat Zone is that part of a Theatre of Operations required for the active employment of the combatant forces.

A Communicatzons Zone is that part of a Theatre of Operations in the rear of the combat zone and contains the establishments of supply and evacuation, lines of communication, and other agencies necessary for the support and maintenance of the field forces in the entire theatre.

A Zone of the Interior is that part of the national territory, exclusive of overseas departments, not included in a Theatre of Operations.

A Post Office is a regular United States Post Office or station established for the purpose of transacting postal business.

A Postal Concentration Center is a post office or agency of the Post Office Department at which all mail for a mobilization or oversea force is brought together for separation.

An Army Post Office or A. P. O. is a military station set up in the field at or near the headquarters or military unit it serves. These will be designated by numbers.

An Army Base Post Office is a military station set up at a convenient point or at a port, at which to separate and route the bulk mail for troops in a certain area.


	I. THE WAR DEPARTMENT AGREES:

	1. Upon or prior to mobilization:

	(a) To organize and operate an Army Postal Service to provide mail service for the troops in a Theatre of Operations.

	(b) To maintain a "troop location group" at each Postal Concentration Center operated by the U. S. Post Office Department in the Zone of the Interior. These groups will furnish lists of organizations and activities in the Theatre of Operations showing to what Army Base Post Office or Army Regulating Station in the Theatre of Operations mail for all such units should be sorted, tagged, and shipped.

	(c) To give the U. S. Post Office Department immediate notice, through the Chief of the Army Postal Service at Washington, D. C., or his representative at the headquarters of Corps Areas and Departments, of the location and changes in location in the Zone of the Interior of posts, camps, stations, and similar agencies of the War Department, of the number and identity of troops allotted to each, of the time when they will arrive, and of the approximate time they will remain.

	(d) To deliver incoming mail addressed to military personnel of Zone of Interior posts, camps and stations, taking delivery of same from the U. S. Post Office Department at their post offices established for the purpose.

	(e) To furnish directory service for mail received at Zone of Interior posts, camps and stations, insufficiently addressed; delivering such of it as is possible, and returning the remainder to the U. S. Post Office with each piece marked to show the army has given it directory service, and that it is undeliverable, and the reason therefor.

	(f) To designate military personnel to receipt for at the Post Office, and deliver to addressees, registered, insured, and special delivery mail at posts, camps, and stations, in the Zone of the Interior. No C. O. D. mail will be turned over to



military personnel for delivery; the delivery to addressee will be made at the Post Office. No special delivery service will be given mail addressed to troops in the field for temporary maneuvers, or in a Theatre of Operations.


	(g) In a Theatre of Operations, in lieu of money order facilities furnished by the Post Office Department, to issue official checks in exchange for cash, to officers, enlisted men and civilians having a status recognized by the War Department and authorized to accompany the military forces of the United States in time of war.

	(h) To cash domestic post office money orders drawn to the order of officers, enlisted men, and civilians, attached to the military forces of the United States, in time of war, in a Theatre of Operations, these orders cashed by the Army to be redeemed or paid at a designated post office. The Army accepts full responsibility for improper payment and subsequent investigation, and necessary collection and reimbursement to the true payee.

	(i) In a Theatre of Operations to collect, separate by states where practicable, tie in packages, pouch, seal and forward to such establishments as may be designated by the Post Office Department, outgoing mail for dispatch. After distribution by the Post Office Department, to furnish in overseas theatres transportation to the point of dispatch from such theatre.

	(j) To furnish transportation for mail, both incoming and outgoing, between the agency of the Post Office Department established at Zone of Interior posts, camps and stations, and the railroad station or other source of supply.

	(k) To furnish such workrooms as may be required and are acceptable to the Post Office Department for postal purposes at Zone of Interior posts, camps and stations, if workrooms satisfactory to the Post Office Department are not otherwise available.

	(1) To furnish sleeping accommodations and subsistence, the same as furnished officers of the Army, for personnel of the U. S. Post Office Department employed at posts, camps and stations, in the Zone of the Interior, and in a Theatre of Operations when necessary, the subsistence to be paid for by the Post Office Department at costs not in excess of that charged officers of the Army.
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	(m) To furnish, in a Theatre of Operations located in a foreign country, office space and workrooms acceptable to such Post Office Department representatives and agencies as are authorized to operate in the theatre.

	(n) In that part of the continental United States included in a Theatre of Operations, to assist the U. S. Post Office Department, insofar as the military situation will permit, in furnishing postal service for the civil population. This assistance will in general consist of furnishing transportation for mail of the civil population.

	(o) That civilian employes of the Post Office Department employed overseas in a Communications Zone shall wear an easily recognizable badge or carry identification prescribed by the War Department.

	2. To restrict the reserve officer personnel of the Army Postal Service to employes on the rolls of, and recommended by the Post Office Department; it is further agreed that reserve officers appointed through recommendation of the Post Office Department shall be discharged from their commissions whenever their services cannot be utilized to advantage in the Army Postal Service, either because of separation from the postal service or other cause.

	3. To maintain a continuing liaison representative to represent it with the Post Office Department in all matters in connection with placing and continuing this agreement in practical effect.

	4. That mail service to divisions and larger units during maneuvers, in which troops are away from their permanent stations, shall, insofar as practicable, be as contemplated in this agreement.

	II. THE U. S. POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT AGREES:




	1. Upon notice fro:m the War Department that mobilization is to be or has been initiated:

	(a) To initiate or augment its postal service as may be necessary to meet the needs of the Army.

	(b) To establish, Equip, and operate Postal Concentration Centers at points to be agreed upon by the two Departments, for the sorting and tagging of mail for units and installations in the Theatre or Theatres of Operations.
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	(c) To deliver to the military authorities at Zone of Interior posts, camps, and stations, at the agency of the U. S. Post Office Department established for the purpose, incoming mail separated to companies.

	(d) To deliver to the military authorities at Zone of Interior posts, camps, and stations, registered, insured, and special delivery mail upon receipt, in accordance with Section I, paragraph l(f), above.

	(e) To label or tag all mail made up at Postal Concentration Centers, in accordance with lists to be furnished by Army Troop Location Groups, and dispatch it to Army Postal Agencies as directed by the Army. The Post Office Department will, if desired by the War Department, furnish transportation between the Postal Concentration Center and the depot or wharf.

	(f) To receive outgoing mail from Theatres of Operations from the military authorities at such establishments of the U. S. Post Office Department as may be agreed upon by the Departments concerned.

	(g) To furnish the Army Postal Service Troop Location Groups at Postal Concentration Centers with the amount of floor space and office equipment necessary to enable them to function properly.

	(h) To furnish the War Department with postal supplies, mail sacks and seals necessary for the handling and dispatch of mails by agencies of the Army Postal Service.

	(i) In that part of the continental United States included in a Theatre of Operations to continue such postal service for the civil population as may be agreed upon by the appropriate representative of the Post Office Department and the Theatre Commander.

	(j) To give publicity through its agencies in the United States, as to the correct method of addressing mail intended for personnel of the Army.

	(k) To designate a representative in each of the Corps Areas of the United States, to confer with a like representative on the Staff of the Corps Area Commander for the pur-





ADJUTANT GENERA.'S FIELD MANUAL

pose of considering postal questions in the Corps Area of interest to the two Departments.


	(1) To sell stamps and stamped paper in time of war, to duly designated agents of the U. S. Army, for cash or equivalent, at such U. S. Post Offices as may be designated by the U. S. Post Office Department, and to redeem for cash or equivalent any unsold or damaged stamps and stamped paper, provided number and denomination can be accurately determined.

	(m) To pay in time of war, at the U. S. Post Office (to be designated by the Post Office Department) domestic post office money orders issued at post offices within the United States payable at the designated post office referred to, payment to be made after such orders have been cashed by finance officers of the U. S. Army, in a Theatre of Operations and transmitted to such designated post office properly endorsed. It is expressly understood that the U. S. Post Office Department assumes no liability for money orders improperly cashed by Finance Officers.

	(n) To furnish, in a Theatre of Operations located in a foreign country, such post office representatives and agencies as may be agreed upon between the two Departments.

	2. To endeavor to develop in the U. S. Post Office Department, in the nature of an enlisted reserve, a sufficient number of postal employees from the different branches of the U. S. Postal Service to meet the enlisted needs of the Army Postal Service.

	3. To maintain a continuing liaison representative to represent it with the War Department in all matters in connection with placing and continuing this agreement in practical effect.

	4. To furnish mail service to divisions and larger units during maneuvers in which troops are away from their permanent stations, as contemplated in Section 5, paragraph 4.



For the War Department:

HARRY H. WOODRING, Secretary of War.

For the Post Office Department:

JAMES A. FARLEY, Postmaster General.



SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT

MARCH 29, 1940.

MAJOR GENERAL EMORY S. ADAMS, The Adjutant General, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.

MY DEAR GENERAL ADAMS:

In connection with an agreement between the Post Office and the War Departments, dated March 19, 1940, concerning Army Postal Service, it is the desire of this Department to recommend suitable personnel to the War Department for appointment as Reserve officers in the Army Postal Service as contemplated by Section I, paragraph 2. It is understood that such personnel must meet the physical and other requirements set up by the War Department for such appointment.

It is requested that this letter be filed with the agreement as indicating the desire of this Department.

Sincerely yours,

K. P. ALDRICH, Chief Inspector.

[image: Figure, page 55]
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CHANGES 1 WAR DEPARTMENT, No. 1 WASHINGTON, December 20, 1940.

FM 12-105, November 12, 1940, is changed as follows:
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BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

G. C. MARSHALL, Chief of Staff.

OFFICIAL:

E. S. ADAMS, Major General, The Ad!jutant General.
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