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WAR DEPARTMENT

THE TANK COMPANY, LIGHT AND MEDIUM

August 2, 1942
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE WASHINGTON: 1942

FM 17-32, Armored Force Field Manual, The Tank Company, Light and Medium, is published for the information and guidance of all concerned.

[A. G. 062.11 (6-28-42) .]

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

G. C. MARSHALL, Chief of Staff.

J. A. ULIO,

Major Genera,l.

The Adjutant General.


DISTRIBUTION:

D 2, 7 (5); B 6 (5); IR 2, 7 (5); Bn and H 17, 18 (10); I Bn 2, 5-10 (3); C 17 (20); IC 2, 5-7, 11 (5). (For explanation of symbols see FM 21-6.)
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* 33. ATTACK OF ARTILLERY POSITION.-Do not attack artillery frontally. Cover the artillery with machine-gun fire from the front or flank and send platoons to the right and left. Attack it from the flanks and rear and overrun the battery position.
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A 34. ATTACK OF VILLAGES.--Avoid villages if practicable. If the village must be taken, use infantry, engineers, mortars, and assault gun to attack frontally while tanks encircle the town.
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	* 35. ATTACK IN WOODS.-To maintain control move through woods in column. Beware of paths, as they will probably be mined or covered with AT guns. If necessary have infantry or other dismounted men precede tanks.

	* 36. ATTACK OF FORDS.-In attack of fords place tanks in defiladed position to take defenders under fire and use infantry to attack flank or rear.

	* 37. ATTACK OF RIVER LINE.-In the attack of a river line, engineers, supported by artillery and some medium tanks close to the river bank, ferry infantry and tank destroyer units across. They then build the bridge. Medium tanks supporting the crossing are disposed under cover or in defiladed positions close to the river bank where they can give close protection to the engineers.
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FIGURE 53.-Attack of ford.



SECTION VII — DEFENSE

* 38. GENERAL.--a. The tanks' offensive power must be used in defense for counterattacks. They are not used as stationary pill boxes except as a last resort. FM 17-10 covers in general the employment of armored units in defensive combat.


	b. In defense, infantry and engineers hold the main line of resistance while tank units form the reserve for counterattacking hostile forces preferably before they reach the infantry lines.

	* 39. DEFENSE OF A POSITION.-In defense of a position, the tank company will normally operate as part of the battalion. (See FM 17-33.) Here it is used to attack as described in section VI. In the defense, careful reconnaissance is made of all terrain over which a counterattack might be made and arrangements made with local infantry commanders for passage of lines and coordination of fires.

	* 40. WITHDRAWAL.-In withdrawal, tanks are used as counterattack forces to make shallow attacks on a wide front to slow up the enemy attack and permit friendly troops to withdraw and reform. The company will usually be with the battalion. In these attacks, the rallying point is normally the attack or assembly position.

	s 41. DELAYING ACTION.-Delaying action is similar to withdrawal, the tanks being used to attack the heads and flanks of hostile columns. In delaying action do not allow yourself to become so heavily engaged as to be unable to withdraw.
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FIGURE 54.-Delaying action. Support attack of two platoons by one platoon. One platoon then protects withdrawal of attacking platoons.

* 42. REAR GUARD.-Formations of the rear guard are the same as the advance guard except in reverse order. The rear guard may have to fight a delaying action. It can expect no help from the main body.



SECTION VIII — JUNGLE WARFARE


	* 43. GENERAL.-a. FM 31-20 covers the general subject of warfare in the jungle. In general, because of their sensitiveness to terrain, tanks are unsuited for mass employment in jungles. Their use in such operations will usually be limited to groups of a company or less, supported by infantry. A tank platoon might be attached to an infantry company.

	b. Light tanks are more suited to jungle operation than medium tanks.

	c. Operation in jungles is usually confined to narrow trails through dense growth relieved at intervals by open spaces. Much of the trail may be swampy and require pioneer work of considerable extent before the tanks can traverse it.

	* 44. ATTAcK.-Infantry leads on the jungle trails, develops the enemy, and the tanks then attack. Such operations are a continuous series of small attacks; at one time tanks lead and the next, infantry.

	* 45. DEFENSE.-a. Infantry defends the trails by placing antitank mines and machine guns to cover them. The open spaces are covered by fire. The tanks are held in reserve to counterattack if the enemy succeeds in reaching the open space.

	b. Tanks may be used to delay the enemy by turning the turret guns to the rear and withdrawing from one vantage Point to another.
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SECTION I — ON THE MARCH, PART OF A BATTALION


	· (1) 1. Alerts company. WARNING ORDERS RECEIVED.-a. Company commander.

	(2) Gives information to officers and first sergeant.




	reconnaissance (3) Proceeds truck in half-track, to battalion with CP. communication-liaison

	b. Platoon leaders.-Prepare platoons for march.




	c. Maintenance officer.-Supervises maintenance.




	d. First sergeant.-Prepares administrative, supply, and mess sections for the march.

	e. Communication sergeant.-Checks and repairs radios.




	* 2. COMPANY COMMANDER RETURNS FROM BATTALION CP.--a. Company commander.-Issues orders for march, giving route, order of march, and other essential information.

	b. Platoon leaders.-(1) Give orders to platoon.




	(2) Complete preparation for march.




	c. Maintenance officer.-Completes maintenance work.




	d. First sergeant.-(1) Completes arrangements for march.




	(2) Asks where rear echelon is to report.




	e. Communication sergeant.-Checks and repairs radios.




	* 3. DURING MARCH.-a. Company commander.-(1) Rides behind battalion commander if so ordered.

	(2) If with company




	(a) Marches at head of company.




	(b) Regulates march.




	(c) Causes communication sergeant to check column.







	b. Platoon leaders.-(1) Ride at head of company if so ordered.

	(2) If not at head of company, ride at head of platoon.




	(3) Detail air and ground alert guards.




	c. Maintenance offlcer (second-in-command).-Rides at tail of column, where he supervises maintenance.

	d. Maintenance sergeant.-(1) Rides at tail of column.




	(2) Repairs vehicles as necessary.




	e. Communication sergeant.-(1) Rides column.




	(2) Reports to comanding officer or maintenance officer.




	f. Firstsergeant.-(1) Joins trains as directed.




	(2) Commands rear echelon.




	* mand.-(1) 4. AT HALTS.--a. Checks Company commander column. or second-in-com-

	(2) Posts security groups.




	(3) Gives any necessary orders.




	(4) Moves vehicles under cover when practicable.




	b. Platoon leader.-(1) Moves platoon under cover, if practicable.

	(2) Inspects platoon.




	(3) Causes crews to inspect vehicles.




	(4) Checks on fuel.




	(5) Posts dismounted security.




	c. Maintenance oficer.--Supervises maintenance.




	d. Maintenance sergeant.-Supervises maintenance.




	e. Communication sergeant.-Duties as directed by commanding officer.

	]. Firstsergeant.-Commands rear echelon.




	* 5. MOVEMENT INTO BIVOUAC OR ASSEMBLY AREA.-a. Company commander.-(1) Assigns platoon areas.

	(2) Assisted by communication sergeant, guides platoons to areas.

	(3) Posts security.




	(4) Establishes company CP.




	(5) Receives reports of platoon leaders.




	(6) Reports in person or by runner to battalion commander.




	(7) Makes reconnaissance of routes out of area.




	(8) Directs other necessary reconnaissance.




	(9) Checks concealment and camouflage.







	b. Platoon leader.--(1) Moves platoon to assigned area.

	(2) Posts security details.

	(3) Assigns parking place for vehicles.

	(4) Establishes platoon CP and keeps one man on alert.

	(5) Checks concealment, camouflage, dispersion.

	(6) Causes necessary checks and maintenance to begin.

	(7) Reports condition of platoon to company commander.

	(8) Makes reconnaissance as directed.

	(9) Gives instructions for action in emergency.

	c. Maintenance officer.---Supervises maintenance.

	d. Maintenance sergeant.-Supervises maintenance.

	e. Communication sergeant.-Checks radios.

	f. First sergeant.-Moves to place in train bivouac or to company bivouac as directed.





SECTION II — MEETING ENGAGEMENT


	* 6. GENERAL.-Advance guard action is described below. The actions listed will fit other meeting engagements.

	* 7. CONTACT IMMINENT.-a. Company commander.-(1) Marches between advance party and support.

	(2) Keeps one radio set tuned to regiment reconnaissance company.

	(3) Studies map and terrain and makes plans for action.




	b. Point commander.-(1) Advances point, usually by bounds from cover to cover.

	(2) Keeps alert for hostile troops.




	c. Advance party commander.-(1) Marches between point and advance party.

	(2) Covers advance of point by using assault gun, mortar, and stationary tanks as necessary.

	(3) Watches to flanks.




	d. Company commander (see above).-(1) Maintains rate of march.

	(2) Marches between advance party and support.




	e. Platoon leaders.-(1) March at head of support.




	(2) Listen on company command net.




	f. Maintenance officer.-Performs necessary maintenance.




	g. Platoon sergeants.-Command platoons in absence of platoon leaders.




	h. Communication sergeant.-Remains with company commanding officer.

	· (1) 8. Sends WHEN for CONTACT platoon IS leaders. GAINED.-a. Company commander.

	(2) Moves rapidly forward, receives situation from advance party commander, makes hasty reconnaissance, estimates situation, issues orders to platoon leaders, who should be just arriving.

	(3) Reports situation to column commander.




	b. Point commander.-(1) Overcomes resistance if practicable.

	(2) If not practicable, moves vehicles under cover.




	(3) Forms base of fire.




	(4) Reports to advance party commander.




	c. Advance party commander.--(1) Deploys advance party.




	(2) Estimates situation.




	(3) Puts advance party in position to support point or attacks.

	(4) Explains situation to company commander.




	d. Platoon leaders.-Join company commander.




	e. Maintenance officer (second-in-command).-If with company, moves column off road, under cover.

	f. Platoon sergeants.-(1) Senior platoon sergeant takes command of company if maintenance officer is back with disabled vehicles.

	(2) Move platoons off road.




	(3) Prepare platoons for action.




	g. Maintenance sergeant.-Maintenance functions.




	h. Communication sergeant.-Duties as directed by commanding officer, to include notifying maintenance officer of situation.

	· 9. DURING COMBAT.-a. Company commander.-(1) Observes action.

	(2) Gives orders as necessary.




	(3) Keeps battalion commander informed of situation.




	b. Platoon leader.-() Leads platoon.




	(2) Keeps company commander informed of situation.




	c. Maintenance officer.--Repairs disabled vehicles.




	d. Communicationsergeant.-Duties as prescribed by commanding officer.




	* 10. AT RALLYING POINT.-a. Company commander.-(1) Posts security.

	(2) Gives instructions for reorganization of company.




	(3) Reports situation to battalion commander.




	(4) Confers with maintenance officer.




	(5) Checks treatment of casualties.




	(6) Reforms company and proceeds on mission.




	(7) Reports situation to battalion commander.




	b. Platoon.leader.--(1) Leads platoon to rallying point.




	(2) Disposes platoon in area assigned, utilizing available cover, concealment and defilade, prepared for all-around defense, ready for instant action.

	(3) Posts tanks or individuals at vantage points to obtain observation and protection.

	(4) Reorganizes his platoon.




	(5) Reports status of platoon to company commander.




	(6) Checks treatment and evacuation of personnel.




	(7) Carries out further orders of company commander.




	C. Maintenance officer.-Performs maintenance duties.








SECTION III — ATTACK OF POSITION FROM ASSEMBLY AREA


	4 (1) 11. Moves PREPARATION forward FOR with ATTACK.-a. platoon leaders. Company commander.

	(2) Contacts reconnaissance unit or rifle unit commander in his area of operation.

	(a) Obtains information of friendly and hostile dispositions and of the terrain.

	(b) Arranges for passage of lines if that is necessary. Arranges for guides.

	(3) Performs reconnaissance, assisted by subordinates.




	(4) Decides on plan of employment and issues order, preferably on ground from which salient terrain features may be pointed out.

	(5) Notifies battalion commander when company is ready to attack.

	b. Platoon leader.-(1) Performs reconnaissance as directed by company commander.

	(2) Makes notes on order.
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	(3) Meets tank commander and drivers, when practicable, at designated time and place.

	(4) Performs reconnaissance to determine details of operation for each tank.

	(5) Arranges for passage of tanks through foot troops when necessary.

	(6) Issues platoon order.




	(7) Notifies company commander when ready.




	c. Maintenance officer.-Maintenance duties.




	* mander.-(1) 12. MOVEMENT Precedes TO ATTACK company POSITION.-a. to attack position. Company com

	(2) Allots platoon areas.




	(3) Meets company when it arrives.




	b. Maintenance officer.-Conducts company to attack position.

	c. Platoon leader.-Joins company commander; disposes tanks within platoon area, observing requirements for cover, concealment, defilade, and dispersion; checks combat condition of the platoon; orients platoon personnel as to terrain, and insures that each man knows what he is to do; reports readiness for combat to company commander.

	d. Platoon sergeant.-Commands platoon in movement forward.

	* 13. DURING COMBAT.-a. Company commander.-(1) Reports to battalion commander by radio when company attacks.

	(2) From vantage point, observes progress of attack.




	(3) Keeps battalion commander informed of progress.




	(4) Promptly reports weak points of hostile defense to battalion commander.

	(5) Requests supporting fires as needed. Controls fire of attached assault gun and mortar.

	b. Maintenance oficer.-(1) Conforms to maintenance plan.

	(2) Brings command section forward.




	c. Communication sergeant.-Liaison duties.




	d. Assault platoon leader.-(1) Leads platoon across line of departure at prescribed time and place in proper initial formation.
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	(2) Leads platoon to objective, utilizing best cover and defilade within his zone.

	(3) Observes progress of his platoon, other tank units, and infantry.

	(4) By radio, flag signals, prearranged signals, tracer ammunition, and the example of his command tank, directs his platoon against hostile resistance.

	(5) Prevents tanks of his platoon from herding and grouping behind small cover.

	(6) Reports to company commander when platoon reaches objective.

	e. Support platoon leader.-(1) Deploys platoon at time and place prescribed.

	(2) Delivers supporting fire as required.




	(3) Leads platoon forward at proper time.
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