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ARMORED ENGINEER BATTALION

November 13, 1942
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE WASHINGTON: 1942

FM 17-45, Armored Force Field Manual, Armored Engineer Battalion, is published for the information and guidance of all concerned.

[A. G. 062.11 (9-19-42).]

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

G. C. MARSHALL, Chief of Staff.

J. A. ULIO,

Major General, The Adjutant General.


DISTRIBUTION:

D 17 (20); R 17 (3); Bn 17 (3); IBn 5 (10); C 17 (2); IC 5 (20); R 18 (3); Bn 18 (2); C 18 (2). (For explanation of symbols see FM 21-6.)


	45. Defensive Action During Offensive.—Extensive engineer defensive work on the flanks may become of supreme importance when the armored division is nearing its objective in a deep offensive drive. Although the major effort of the engineers is intended to facilitate the movement of the spearhead of the attack, the entire personnel of the armored engineer battalion must be prepared on short notice to assist in protection of the column's flank and rear.

	46. DEFENSE OF RIVER LINE.—a. In the defense of a river line, a large part of the armored units is held in mobile reserve, or reserves, prepared to strike at any point or points of hostile crossing. Reconnaissance is conducted as long as possible on the enemy side. Patrols are used to detect hostile crossings.

	b. Engineers mine all bridges, dams, and fords and demolish all not needed for contemplated immediate operation. Engineers and infantry prepare barriers on the near bank and, if time is available, organize the occupied area into barrier zones for defense in depth. Engineers insure good routes for our reserves to possible hostile crossing points and patrol the stream for enemy activity.
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54.-Do not let the enemy approach prepared demolitions unobserved
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FIGURE 55 .- Place guards where they can protect lead wires to detonator.

[image: Figure, page 83]

[image: Figure, page 84]

[image: Figure, page 85]

[image: Figure, page 86]

Figure 59.—Demolition should be of such extent that it will take the enemy longer to repair the bridge than to construct a new temporary bridge or ford.
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FIGURE 60.-Do not use slow methods if pressed for time.
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FIGURE 61.--Use quick methods when there is little time.
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