









  
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
  
  
  
  
  


This EPUB was converted from a scan of the original printed edition of
FM 18-22 Tank Destroyer Field Manual, Tank Destroyer Reconnaissance Platoon (1944),
published by the U.S. War Department.

The conversion from the scan may have introduced small errors in
complex tables or equations, so engineering and artillery data should always be checked against
the original files, which can be found at www.trex-arms.com.
T.REX ARMS is not affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. War Department.



FM 18-22 — Tank Destroyer Field Manual, Tank Destroyer Reconnaissance Platoon
	FM 18-22 — Tank Destroyer Field Manual, Tank Destroyer Reconnaissance Platoon	DISTRIBUTION:
	SECTION VIII — SECURITY
	SECTION IX — MINE FIELDS


	About this edition



  
    	
      Cover
    

    	
      Table of Contents
    

  




FM 18-22 — Tank Destroyer Field Manual, Tank Destroyer Reconnaissance Platoon

Copy 3

WAR DEPARTMENT FIELD MANUAL


E K, TORBAISS i TANRECONATOONR RECONNAISSANCE PLATOON

WAR DEPARTMENT *NOVEMI

RaROnDBD

[image: Figure, page 1]

I AR DEPARTMENT · NOVE MBER 1944

United States Government Printing Office Washington: 1944

WASHINGTON'25, D. C., 27 November 1944.

FM 18-22, Tank Destroyer Reconnaissance Platoon, is published for the information and guidance of all concerned.

[AG 300.7 (24 Oct 44).]

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:

G. C. MARSHALL, Chief of. Staff.

J. A. ULIO, Major General, The Adjutant General.



DISTRIBUTION:

Continental: As prescribed in paragraph 9a, FM 21-6 except D7(5), Boards(O), ROTC(0), Td Sch(250) other Sp Sv Schs(10); Def C(5), Sectors(5), Subsectors(5); HD(5); B 7, 18(5); R 7, 18(5); Bn 1.8(20);

Overseas: T of Opns(5); SvC(5); Depts(5); Island C(5); Base C(5); Def C(5); Base Sectors(5); HD(5); Armies(5); Corps(5); D(2) except D7(5); B 7, 18(5); R 7, 18(5); Bn 18(20).


	g. Terrain features and conditions which may affect operations.

	h. Location and movement of friendly troops.




	i. Location of supplies.








SECTION VIII — SECURITY


	45. GENERAL. a. Security consists of the protective and warning measures adopted to prevent surprise, annoyance, observation, and interference.

	b. The tasks of reconnaissance and security cannot be successfully combined. While a reconnaissance platoon provides some security when operating on a reconnaissance mission and can furnish information when functioning as security, it is necessary for a platoon to know definitely at all times whether the mission is of a reconnaissance or a security nature, and, if dual, which mission has priority.

	46. ADVANCE GUARD. a. The mission of the advance guard is to insure the uninterrupted advance of the main body; to protect the main body against surprise and observation by hostile ground forces and from small arms fire, and to give the main body time and space to deploy. These missions are accomplished by-

	(1) Reconnaissance to the front and flanks.




	(2) Investigating possible positions where the enemy might be hiding.

	(3) Attacking any enemy to drive him away if he is weak or to make him disclose his disposition if strong.

	(4) Removing obstacles, repairing roads, and locating suitable bypasses around obstacles.




	(5) Seizing or holding such terrain features as will facilitate successful execution of the plan of the main body.

	b. When the reconnaissance platoon is acting as an advance guard it usually consists of a point and an advance party. Two 1/4-ton trucks under control of a section sergeant may be the point while the rest of the platoon is the advance party. The point does not necessarily move in column; other suitable formations to conform with the terrain should be used. The advance party should move at supporting distance from the point and is responsible for maintaining contact with it. (See fig. 23.)

	c. The point and advance party work as a team. The point pushes forward boldly, by bounds, closely followed and supported by the advance party.

	d. Larger advance guards have a support. For example, when the battalion is marching in the presence of the enemy the platoon may be used as the point and advance party, while an element of a tank destroyer gun company is included in the support.

	47. PURSUIT. The platoon may be the leading element of a force pursuing a retreating enemy. The platoon usually operates on the flanks of the retreating enemy, gains contact, and reports on the composition and direction of movement of hostile forces. Reconnaissance by the platoon must be pushed with vigor to penetrate the hostile reconnaissance screen in order to discover the enemy's actions.

	48. FLANK GUARD. a. A flank guard is a security detachment for the protection of the flank of a marching force. If the reconnaissance platoon is assigned such a mission it may be accomplished by-

	(1) Marching on a route parallel to the axis of advance of the main body.
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Figure 23. Reconnaissance platoon as advance party and point.


	(2) Movement by leap-frogging to successive approaches by which the enemy can advance. (See fig. 24.)

	b. When the terrain to a flank is open so that enemy tanks or infantry could approach from any direction, a flank guard marches parallel to the main body. Any dispersed formation, except line, is suitable.

	c. Often the terrain is such that the enemy could move rapidly against the main body only by way of definite approaches along the route of march. Then the flank guard platoon moves by sections. One element covers an approach while the main body is passing. Concurrently the other section is moving to the next approach. High ground for observation should be occupied whenever possible.

	d. During combat, the reconnaissance platoon may be assigned a mission of protecting a flank of the battalion or a gap between companies from an attack by foot troops. Such a mission is indicated only when the battalion has no other available means. The principles governing the selection of positions by the security section of a gun platoon will apply to a reconnaissance platoon preparing to meet foot troops. (See FM 18-20 or 18-21.)

	49. REAR GUARD (fig. 25). ,a. The mission of a rear guard is to protect the main body from surprise, harassment and attack. The reconnaissance platoon is not ordinarily employed as a rear guard by itself, but may be attached to a rear guard gun element.

	b. The reconnaissance platoon may be used to patrol to the flanks and rear to provide security for the major portion of the rear guard.

	c. When the rear guard is engaged in fighting a delaying action, the reconnaissance platoon reconnoiters to one or both flanks to prevent surprise by the enemy. The rear guard retires to successive delaying positions by bounds and the recon-
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Figure 24. Flank guard. (Movement by leapfrogging.)
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Figure 25. Rear guard. (Delaying action.)

naissance platoon withdraws correspondingly; unless otherwise ordered, the reconnaissance platoon maintains visual contact with the advancing enemy.


	50. PLATOON OUTPOST (fig. 26). a. An outpost is a small group posted by a resting command or unit on the defensive to delay the enemy and give warning of his approach. Sometimes in small units the outpost, or if the unit is halted temporarily during a march, the march outpost, may consist only of outguards. An outguard is never less than two men and should be in sufficient strength to accomplish its mission. A section or an entire platoon may function as an outpost. The unit should be specifically instructed as to whether its mission is to delay or merely to warn. A means of communication must be established to give warning of an approaching enemy.

	b. Observation is particularly important to keep the outguard itself from being surprised. Unobserved areas should be patrolled.

	c. Most approaches cannot be covered by day and by night from the same position. Previously selected night positions are occupied immediately after dark. Daytime positions are reoccupied just before dawn. Observation at night is provided by listening posts placed well forward.

	d. Outguard duty, like all reconnaissance platoon missions, demands continuous attention and alertness. A schedule of reliefs must be arranged for rest and feeding. Failure to provide or use such a schedule may result in failure to function properly when the enemy attacks.

	51. LISTENING POSTS. a. Listening posts are occupied to detect enemy movement or activity when visibility is limited. Listening posts are placed near critical terrain features, such as crossroads, avenues of tank approach, bridges, and defiles. A location at night on low ground tends to sil-
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Day outpost.
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0 DaNigh outpost.

Figure 26. Platoon outpost.

houette enemy movement against the sky. However, high ground often provides an excellent opportunity to hear enemy movements, or to observe them, especially on moonlight nights. Positions are chosen after a careful map study when prior terrain reconnaissance is impracticable. The actual site on the ground is reported accurately so that it may be used as a reference point when reporting information.


	b. The position is approached by concealed routes. Concealment at the post should be available for both personnel and vehicles. Routes to vehicles should be known to all personnel in the event the post must be abandoned hurriedly. After occupation movement is limited.

	c. A signal system or means of communication is established so that warning of approaching enemy may be given. Very pistol flares, ground flares, tracers fired in the air, whistle blasts, improvised gasoline flares, or radio communication are some means that can be used. Any hostile forces observed are reported as quickly as possible. Roving patrols, periodic inspections, or periodic reports by radio or messenger are employed to make sure the listening posts are still intact.

	d. The degree to which the position is organized is dependent on the proximity of the enemy and the length of time the post is to be occupied. Noise making devices should be located in approaches to warn of hostile patrols; these devices may be brush or trip wires with tin cans attached, or ditches filled with water. The area within 50 feet of the post should be circled with wire, raised above the ground, to provide a secondary warning.

	e. A listening post is composed of three or more men. Two men are always awake. Personnel who sleep should be near enough to be alerted without delay. Personnel must be able to recognize sounds at night in order to distinguish manmade sounds from natural ones. When the noise making devices warn of hostile approach, personnel of the listening post remain silent and allow the enemy to bypass the post.



However, when the post is discovered by a small hostile patrol, the enemy is killed or captured. When discovery is made by a large hostile patrol, the listening post personnel create as much confusion as possible, mount their vehicles, and withdraw to the unit they are outguarding.


	52. PATROLS (fig. 27). a. In bivouac and also at other times, reconnaissance platoons may furnish patrols to supplement fixed security elements. Some missions are:

	(1) Inspecting outguards and listening posts.




	(2) Covering gaps between posts.




	(3) Acting as bivouac sentinels.




	b. Outguards and listening posts are inspected to see if they are functioning properly. When distances are such that the patrol cannot make the rounds on foot, a 1/4-ton truck may be used.

	c. Foot patrols may cover gaps between outguards or listening posts with the mission of detecting, and capturing or killing, if possible, enemy elements that are attempting to infiltrate into the area.

	d. Two-man patrols within the bivouac area are effective for giving gas and air alarms, for enforcing blackout and other orders, and for capturing or killing any enemy personnel who have slipped into the area.

	e. All members of patrols are prepared for night combat and must be familiar with the challenge, password, and reply of their own unit and, if necessary, with those of adjacent units.

	53. COUNTERRECONNAISSANCE (fig. 28). a. Counterreconnaissance includes all measures to screen a command from hostile observation. Primarily, such a mission may be accomplished by preventing reconnaissance by the enemy's ground troops. The duties of the platoon are:

	(1) To prevent hostile patrols from working through the screen.
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Figure 27. Route of visiting patrols.

[image: Figure, page 74]

(D Platoon as part of stationary screen.
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G Platoon as leading element of moving screen. Figure 28. Counter-reconnaissance,


	(2) To delay and give warning of a hostile penetration in force.

	(3) To engage the enemy to prevent or limit his observation. of a certain area or beyond a certain line.

	b. The platoon may operate alone to stop small hostile reconnaissance elements. Contact with the enemy patrols is made as soon as possible, Small parties are destroyed or driven back at once. Delaying action is brought against larger reconnaissance patrols, the situation being reported immediately.

	c. In other situations, the platoon may be attached to a gun company or platoon, constituting a strong counterreconnaissance element. Usually, in such a situation, the reconnaissance platoon operates in front of the gun element; it contacts enemy patrols and engages small ones. When the strength of the enemy patrol prevents the reconnaissance platoon from stopping it, the platoon maintains contact while the gun element destroys it.





SECTION IX — MINE FIELDS


	54. GENERAL. a. FM 5-31 covers details of mine fields, their laying, detection, marking, and removal.

	b. Reconnaissance platoons must be prepared by previous training to cope with mine fields which they encounter while engaged in' reconnaissance work. The locating of mine fields is usually accomplished by using one or more of three methods:

	(1) Visual inspection.




	(2) Mine detectors.




	(3) Probing.




	55. LOCATING MINE FIELDS. a. The first detection of a mine field is usually by sight. A tracked vehicle with its tracks blown off or a badly wrecked wheeled vehicle may serve as the first indication that a mine field is in the vicinity. At times the marking system used to warn friendly troops can still be observed. One strand of barbed wire close to the ground or a small pile of stones are sometimes used to warn of mines. An observant, alert reconnaissance platoon should be able to detect the presence of enemy mines when performing reconnaissance work. (See fig. 29.)

	b. After locating a mine field, once again visual inspection may be the means of locating the individual mines. If there has been a recent rain the outline of the mines often becomes quite apparent. It is usually impossible to bury a mine with-



out causing a difference in the color or texture of the ground. In some cases wind and rain may move the dirt and expose some of the metal of the mine and simplify locating it. Reconnaissance personnel, by constant practice, can soon develop a knack for detecting mines by eyesight alone.


	c. The mine detector is an excellent device for locating metallic mines.

	d. Mines may be located by probing; a bayonet or sharp rod is used to probe into the ground until the mine is actually felt. Only a sfmall amount of training is necessary to acquaint personnel with the operation. The procedure is slow but is highly effective.

	.e. Reconnaissance platoons should receive special training in locating and neutralizing or removing booby traps. The enemy frequently make mine fields more difficult to remove by the installation of booby traps among the mines.

	56. MARKING MINE FIELDS. a. Reconnaissance platoons always mark whatever mine fields they encounter. The standard engineer markers are shown in figure 30. When these materials are not available, improvised methods are used. It is advisable, when possible, to leave a sentry at the entrance to a mine field.

	b. If the mine field appears to be quite extensive, reconnaissance platoons may find it necessary to locate or make and mark a gap through the field. This is particularly true where the mission of the reconnaissance elements lies beyond the mine field and the time element dictates immediate passage through the field. The efficient marking of a mine field by reconnaissance platoons may often prevent friendly troops from unknowingly entering a dangerous area.

	57. PASSING THROUGH MINE FIELDS. a. Time permitting, mines are disarmed after location, but are seldom removed by reconnaissance platoons. When necessary to clear
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Figure 29. Locating mine fields.
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LOW 2' WIRE ON FRIENDLY SIDE OF FORWARD PROTECTIVE MINEFIELD,

Figure 30. Mine field markers.

a gap through the mine field, the mines can be removed by attaching a long rope or wire to several mines and pulling them with an armored vehicle or by hand from behind cover. However, the reconnaissance platoon clears only gaps, not entire mine fields. For removal of mines, see FM 5-31.


	b. Reconnaissance platoons should not allow themselves to become so absorbed in mine field location or removal that they lose sight of their mission. A reconnaissance platoon on a general zone reconnaissance may locate a mine field in detail. However, if the platoon's mission lies beyond the mine field the platoon gets across without wasting time. If time is pressing and difficulty is encountered in locating a gap, men can walk through the field to accomplish the mission.

	58. REPORTING MINE FIELDS. The position of the mine field should be plotted as accurately as possible both as to width and depth. Speed and accuracy are the two characteristics desired in such a report and a radio message confirmed by a sketch may be used. In all instances, reports as to the definite location of the mine field should be given to the adjacent friendly troops as well as to the parent unit. Transient traffic in the area should be informed of the proximity of the mines whenever practicable.
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