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FM 30-30 — Military Intelligence Identification of U.S. Government Aircraft

BASIC FIELD MANUAL

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE IDENTIFICATION OF

U. S. GOVERNMENT AIRCRAFT

February 21, 1942

Prepared under direction of the Chief of Staff
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE WASHINGTON: 1942

FM 30-30, Military Intelligence, Identification of U.S. Government Aircraft, is published for the information and guidance of all concerned.

[A. G. 062.11 (12-17-41).]

By order of the Secretary of War:

G. C. MARSHALL, Chief of Staff.

E. S. ADAMS,

Major General, The Adjutant General.


DISTRIBUTION:

D (6); B (5); R (10); Bn (5); C (10). (For explanation of symbols see FM 21-6.
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XB-19 (DOUGLAS) HEAVY BOMBARDMENT AIRPLANE UNITED STATES ARMY

Sweptback, tapered, round-tip wing, ten-place, low-wing, full cantilever monoplane, all metal, four engines, inclosed cabin, three power-driven turrets, and retractable type tricycle landing gear.




UNITED STATES HEAVY BOMBARDMENT ARMY DOUGLAS XB-19
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B-24 (CONSOLIDATED) HEAVY BOMBARDMENT AIRPLANE UNITED STATES ARMY

Sweptback, tapered, round-ttp, high-wing monoplanes, all metal, four engines, fairly long tapered nose, inclosed cabins, twin boom tall surfaces, and retractable tricycle landing gear.



HEAVY BOMBARDMENT CONSOLIDATED B-24
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UNITED STATES ARMY O-46A (DOUGLAS) OBSERVATION AIRPLANE

Sweptback, rounded trailing edge, parasol-wing monoplane, all metal, single engine, inclosed cockpit, and fixed landing gear.



UNITED STATES' OBSERVATION



ARMY DOUGLAS 0-46A
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O-47A (NORTH AMERICAN) OBSERVATION AIRPLANE UNITED STATES ARMY

Tapered, round tip, slightly dihedral, midwing monoplane, all metal, single engine, pronounced inclosed cabin, and retractable landing gear.




UNITED STATES OBSERVATION ARMY NORTH AMERICAN 0-47A
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O-49 AND O-49A (STINSON) OBSERVATION AIRPLANE UNITED STATES ARMY

Single engine, high-wing monoplane, externally braced, straight wing, rounded tips, inclosed cockpit, two-place, and wide-tread fixed landing gear.


UNtED STATES OBSERVATION AIRMY STINSON 0-49 AND O-49A
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UNITED STATES ARMY O-52 (CURIISS) OBSERVATION AIRPLANE

Same as O-49 except for shorter and thicker fuselage, cantilever tail, single wing strut, all metal, and retract-



UNITED STATES OBSERVATION ARMY CURTISS 0-52
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OA-9 (GRUMMAN) OBSERVATION AMPHIBIAN AIRPLANE UNITED STATES ARMY

Tapered, round tip, high-wing amphiblan monoplane, all metal, two engines, inclosed cabin, retractable landing gear and tall wheel, and wing floats under wings.




UNITED STATES OBSERVATION AMPHIBIAN ARMY GRUMMAN OA-9
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OA-10 (CONSOLIDATED) OBSERVATION AIRPLANE UNITED STATES ARMY

Twin-engined flying boat, tapered outer section, parasol monoplane. Wing thy floats retract, forming square wing tips.



UNITED STATES OBSERVATION AMPHIBIAN ARMY CONSOLIDATED OA-10

[image: Figure, page 83]

[image: Figure, page 84]


F-2 (BEECH) ARMY RECONNAISSANCE (PHOTOGRAPHIC) AIRPLANE UNITED STATES ARMY

Two engines, low-wing monoplane, twin rudders, fuselage cabin, and retractable landing gear. Similar to C-45 Transport,




UNITED STATES RECONNAISSANCE
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UNITED STATES ARMY C-40 (LOCKHEED) TRANSPORT AIRPLANE

Dihedral, sweptback, tapered, round tip, low-wing cabin monoplane, all metal, two engines, twin boom tail surfaces, and retractable landing gear.


UNrrTED STATES TRANSPORT




ARMY LOCKHEED C-40
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UNITED STATES ARMY C-42 (DOUGLAS) TRANSPORT AIRPLANE

Dihedral, sweptback, round tip, low-wing cabin monoplane, all metal, two engines, and retractable landing gear.



ARMY DOUGLAS C-42
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UNITED STATES ARMY C-45 AND C-45A (BEECH) TRANSPORT AIRPLANES

Two engines, low-wing monoplane, sweptback, round tips, flaps, twin rudders, fuselage cabin, and retractable landing gear.



UNITED STATES TRANSPORT ARMY BEECH C-45 AND C-45A
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UNITED STATES ARMY C-56 (LOCKHEED) TRANSPORT AIRPLANE

Sweptback, tapered. elliptical, midwing monoplane, twin engines, inclosed cabin, twin rudder, retractable landing gear, and long pointed nose.



UNITED STATES TRANSPORT
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PT-17 AND PT-18 (STEARMAN) PRIMARY TRAINING AIRPLANES UNITED STATES ARMY

exposed engine, two-piger, straight wings, rounded tips, fixed landing gear. Single engine, biplane, externally braced, positive stagace, and open cockpits.




UNITED STATES PRIMARY TRAINING ARMY STEARMAN PT-17 AND PT-18
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PT-19 AND PT-19A (FAIRCHILD) PRIMARY TRAINING AIRPLANES UNITED STATES ARMY

Single engine, low-wing monoplane, dihedral, slightly tapered wing, round tips, cantilever landing gear, and open cockpits.


U UNITED STATES PRIMARY TRAINING ARMY FAIRCHILD PT-19 AND PT-19A
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UNITED STATES ARMY PT-21 (RYAN) PRIMARY TRAINING AIRPLANE

Single engine, low-wing monoplane, dihedral, wire-braced, sweptback, constant chord wing, round tips, open cockpits, fixed landing gear, and exposed cylinder heads.



UNITED STATES ARMY



PRIMARY TRAINING RYAN PT-21
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BT-9 (NORTH AMERICAN) BASIC TRAINING AIRPLANE UNITED STATES ARMY

Dihedral, sweptback, round tip, low-wing monoplane, metal wing fuselage with fabric covering, single engine, inclosed cockpits, and fixed landing gear.




UNITED STATES BASIC TRAINING ARMY NORTH AMERICAN BT-9
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BT-9D AND BT-14 (NORTH AMERICAN) BASIC TRAINING AIRPLANES UNITED STATES ARMY

Dihedral, sweptback, slightly raked square tip, low-wing monoplane, all metal, single engine, inclosed cockpita, and fixed landing gear.


UNITED STATES BASIC TRAINING ARMY NORTH AMERICAN BT-SD AND BT-14

[image: Figure, page 103]

[image: Figure, page 104]

UNITED STATES ARMY BT-13 (VULTEE) BASIC TRAINING AIRPLANE

Single engine, low-wing monoplane, dihedral, tapered wing, round tips, fixed landing gear, wide tread, inclosed cockpits, two-place.




UNITED STATES BASIC TRAINING
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UNITED STATES ARMY BT-15 (VULTEE) BASIC TRAINING AIRPLANE

Single engine, low-wing monoplane, dihedral, tapered wing, round tips, fixed landing gear, wide tread, inclosed cockpit, two-place.



ARMY VULTEE BT-15
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BC-1 (NORTH AMERICAN) ADVANCED TRAINING AIRPLANE UNITED STATES ARMY

Dihedral, sweptback, round tip, low-wing monoplane, me tal wings, fabric-covered fuselage, single engine, inclosed cockpits, and retractable landing gear,



IDEIFICAION U. S. AfCRAFT




UNITED STATES ADVANCED TRAINING ARMY NORTH AMERICAN BC-1
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BC-1A AND AT-1 (NORTH AMERICAN) BASIC COMBAT ADVANCED TRAINING AIRPLANES UNITED STATES ARMY

Similar to BC-1 in general construction, except for different wing and all-metal fuselage. Dihedral, sweptback, low-wing monoplane, all metal, single engine, inclosed cockpits, and retractable landing gear.


UNITED STATES ADVANCED TRAINING ARMY NORTH AMERICAN BC-lA AND AT-1
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AT-6A (NORTH AMERICAN) ADVANCED TRAINING AIRPLANE UNITED STATES ARMY

Single engine, low-wing monoplane, dihedral, sweptback, tapered, slightly rounded tips, retractable landing gear, inclosed cockpits, and two-place.
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UNITED STATES ARMY AT-7 (BEECH) ADVANCED TRAINING AIRPLANE

Same as C-45 in all respects of outward appearance.

UNITED STATES ADVANCED TRAINING ARMY BEECH AT-7
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UNITED STATES ARMY AT-8 (CESSNA) ADVANCED TRAINING AIRPLANE

Twin engines, low-wing cabin monoplane, dihedral, tapered wing, round tips, underslung engine nacelles, and wide-tread retractable landing gear withdrawing into nacelles.
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AT-9 (CURTISS-WRIGHT) ADVANCED TRAINING AIRPLANE UNITED STATES ARMY

Twin engines, low-wing cabin monoplane, tapered wing, round tips, low-slung nacelles projecting beyond fuselage nose, and retractable landing gear.
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UNITED STATES ARMY AT-10 (BEECH) ADVANCED TRAINING AIRPLANE

Twin engines, low-wing cabin monoplane, dihedral, tapered outer panels, round tips, wide tread, and retractable landing gear. Similar to C-45 except for smaller size and single rudder.



UNITED STATES ADVANCED TRAINING
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AT-12 (REPUBLIC) ADVANCED TRAINING AIRPLANE UNITED STATES ARMY

Dihedral, roundly tapered tip, low-wing cantilever monoplane, all metal, single engine, two-place tandem inclosed cockpit, and retractable landing gear.



UNITED STATES ADVANCED TRAINING ARMY REPUBLIC AT-12
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UNITED STATES NAVY AND MARINE CORPS

[image: Figure, page 126]

UNITED STATES NAVY F2A (BREWSTER) FIGHTER "BUFFALO"

Tapered round tip, midwing monoplane with retractable landing gear.



FIGHTER F2A BREWSTER "BUFF'ALO"
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UNITED STATES NAVY

"FIGHTER F4F (GRUMMAN) "WILDCAT"

[image: Figure, page 129]

[image: Figure, page 129]

[image: Figure, page 130]

UNITED STATES NAVY F4U (VOUGHT) FIGHTER "CORSAIR"

Slightly tapered, round tip, slightly dihedral, low-wing monoplane, single engine, inclosed cockpit, and retractable landing gear.



UNITED STATES NAVY



FIGHTER VOUGHT F4U "CORSAIR"
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UNITED STATES NAVY OS2U (VOUGHT) SCOUT OBSERVATION "KINGFISHER"

Slightly tapered, round tip, small dihedral, midwing monoplane; single main float, with wing tip floats; inclosed cockpits. Sometimes fitted and used as landplane.


UNITED STATES SCOUT OBSERVATION NAVY OS2U (VOUGHT) "KINGFISHER"
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SO3C (CURTISS) SCOUT OBSERVATION "SEAGULL" AMPHIBIAN TYPE

Slightly tapered, round tip, midwing monoplane, single engine, inclosed cockpit, and single float with wing floats.

UNITED STATES NAVY

SCOUT OBSERVATION CURTISS SO3C "SEAGULL"
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SO3C (CURTISS) SCOUT OBSERVATION "SEAGULL" LANDPLANE TYPE UNITED STATES NAVY

Slightly tapered, round tip, midwing monoplane, single engine, inclosed cockpit, and fixed landing gear.

UNITED STATES SCOUT OBSERVATION NAVY CURTISS S03C "SEAGULL"
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TBD (DOUGLAS) TORPEDO BOMBER "DEVASTATOR" UNITIED STATES NAVY

Small dihedral, slightly sweptback, tapered round tip, low-wing monoplane, single engine, fairly long nose, and retractable landing gear.

UNITED STATES NAVY

TORPEDO BOMBER DOUGLAS TBD "DEVASTATOR"
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UNITED STATES NAVY TBF (GRUMMAN) TORPEDO BOMBER "AVENGER"

Slightly tapered, square tip, slightly dihedral, midwing monoplane, single engine, inclosed cockpit, and retractable tapered, square tip, slightly dihedral, midwing gear,

UNITED STATES NAVY

TORPEDO BOMBER GRUMANN TBF "AVENGER"
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UNITED STATES NAVY SB2U (VOUGHT) SCOUT BOMBER "VINDICATOR"

Small dihedral, slightly tapered, round tip, low-wing monoplane, single engine, and retractable landing gear, Occasionally encountered as a twin-float seaplane.

UNITED STATES SCOUT BOMBER NAVY SB2U (VOUGHT) "VINDICATOR"
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SBD (DOUGLAS) SCOUT BOMBER 'DAUNTLESS"

Small dihedral, sweptback, tapered round tip, low-wing monoplane, single engine, and retractable landing gear.

UNITED STATES SCOUT BOMBER

NAVY DOUGLAS SBD "DAUNTLESS"
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SB2A (BREWSTER) SCOUT BOMBER "BUCCANEER" UNITED STATES NAVY

Slightly tapered, round tip, dihedral, midwing monoplane, single engine, inclosed cockpit, and retractable land-ing gear.

UNITED STATES SCOUT BOMBER NAVY BREWSTER SB2A "BUCCANEER"
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UNITED STATES NAVY SB2C (CURTISS) SCOUT BOMBER "HELLDIVER"

Tapered, round trailing edge, alightly dihedral, midwing monoplane, single engine, inclosed cockpit, and retractable resear.

UNITED STATES SCOUT BOMBER

NAVY CURTISS SB2C "HEDIVER"
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UNITED STATES NAVY SBC (CURITSS) SCOUT BOMBER

Biplane, sweptback upper wing, straight lower wing with small dihedral, rounded tips, and retractable landing gear.




UNITED STATES SCOUT BOMBER



NAVY CURTISS SBC
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MILITARY INTELLIGENCE
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UNITED STATES NAVY PBM-1 (MARTIN) PATROL BOMBER "MARINER"

Twin-motored flying boat, sweptback, tapered gull wing, round tip monoplane, retractable wing tip floats and twin-motored flying the floats. Tail planes have large dibedral.

UNITED STATES PATROL BOMBER NAVY PBM-1 (MARTIN) "MARINER"
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PBY (CONSOLIDATED) PATROL BOMBER "CATALINA" UNITED STATES NAVY

Twin-motored flying boat, tapered outer section, parasol monoplane. Wing tip floats retract, forming square wing tips.

UNITED STATES PATROL BOMBER NAVY CONSOLIDATED PBY "CATALINA"
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PB2Y (CONSOLIDATED) PATROL BOMBER "CORONADO" UNITED STATES NAVY

Four-engined, sweptback, high-wing, square tip monoplane; twin oval rudders and large dihedral tail planes (stabilizer).

UNITED STATES PATROL BOMBER NAVY CONSOLIDATED PB2Y "CORONADO"
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