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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF

Given the increasing rate of global urbanization and a national security strategy of global engagement, the Armed Forces of the United States must prepare now for the likelihood of conducting joint urban operations in the future. Joint urban operations involve a variety of unique operational considerations such as extensive man-made construction, large noncombatant populations, and complex sociological, political, economic, and cultural interactions within those populations. To overcome these challenges, US military forces must be able to apply the full range of tools available to a commander tasked with conducting joint urban operations.

The Handbook for Joint Urban Operations is a primer on joint urban operations. It is intended to provide joint force commanders, their staffs, and other interested parties with fundamental principles and operational-level considerations for the conduct of joint urban operations. Although the Handbook is consistent with joint and Service doctrine, it is not a doctrinal publication. As a primer, the Handbook is intended to inform , rather than dictate , the actions of joint forces conducting urban operations.

When US military forces deploy to urban areas, American lives and national security will depend upon the ability of commanders and staffs to understand and address the unique operational considerations of joint urban operations as presented in this publication. I challenge military leaders to read this Handbook and to use it as a resource tool in preparing for the conduct of joint urban operations across the full spectrum of conflict.

C. W. FULFORD, JR.

Lieutenant General, U. S. Marine Corps

Director, Joint Staff
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Corrections or suggestions for improvement of this Handbook are welcome. Comments should be forwarded to the Joint Staff, J-8, Land and Littoral Warfare Assessment Division, Room 1D940, The Pentagon, Washington, DC 20318-8000. The DSN telephone number is 225-4657, commercial (703) 695-4657, and fax extension 8031.
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