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P 381-11 Viet Cong Boobytraps — Viet Cong Boobytraps

The cartridge trap consists of acartridge set into apiece of bamboo fastened to board and installed in acamoufisged pit. A nail driven through the botam of the bemboo terves as afiting pin. The weight of a man stepping on the upper end of the cartridge forces the nail i

[image: Figure, page 11]

CARTRIDGE TRAP (FOOT BREAKER) 75 Sptke Board Pit

The spike board pit ie simply a amall pit the bottom of which Is Vined with boards through which apikes have been driven. The top of the pit is camouflaged. A pemon stepping oa the camoufiage material falls into the pit 'and impalea his foot or feet on the spikes. 'These pita are generally about 18

[image: Figure, page 11]

Tilting Lid Spike Pit

'The tilting Lid pit ix substanvially the same type of trap the apike board + enone Bit described on page 73. The major differences are that it in mech larger (about 13 fect square by 8 feet deep) and han a. pleoting lid The lid ie © otronaroe , Mpported in the middie by an axle: when locked in. position it i» strong 70808 to suppers man's weight. When the fd in not locked, it pote when © temeat wars 4 man ateps on it und the man drope into the pit onto the boards with 4 spikes that cover the bottom. The lid, which is counterbalanced, thea ewinge ack to its original positon. Mecause of the it'e depth, the wally are shored ep with boards or lugs to prevent cave.

[image: Figure, page 12]

The pivoted spike board is used with » {vot pit, When 8 person steps on the treadle (shown in the illustration), the buard with driven spikes: pivots about an axle. As the victim drops into the pit, che spike hoard strikes. him in the cliest cr face,

[image: Figure, page 12]

The Venus fiytrap (pit) consists of arectangular framework with over-Jepping barbs emplaced nver mpit on traile or in rice paddies The dimenons of such Geviees vary; the one illusteated is approximately 8 by 22 \ches. The barbs arc angled downward toward the pit, thus making any attempt to extract aleg exceedingly dificult. Ifa pecsun step into one of these ytraps, he should cautiously hend the barbs down or eat them before attempting 10 pull his leg out

[image: Figure, page 12]


Venus Flytrap (Can)

The Venus fy (ean) in avarlatlon of the Venus Aytrap (pit) deseribed Virap illustrated is constructed of « metal container. An trapped In one of these devices should cut off or bend the barbe downward before making any attempt to withdraw his leg.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION AND COMMENT

[image: Figure, page 12]

'The sideways closing trap, another variety of the spike trap, consiste of two wood strips, cach studded with barbed spikes, sliding along x pair of gulde rods and sprung together by two large rubber bands cut from an sutomobile inner tube. A mooden prop keeps the spikestudded wood alripe 'apart and stretches the rubber bunls. The device is placed in the top of a pit Cabout $ feet deep) and camouflaxed As a man stepo on this device, he dislodgee the prop, whereupon the rubber bands, an longer stretched taut, clamp the spike etrips around him, The spikes rake. his legs, abdomen, and cheat antil he stops falling. A variation of this device consists of alength of rcen bamboo split lengthwise, instead af woud strips, with side of the split

[image: Figure, page 12]

The wap bridge is a wooden bridge boobyteapped by partially sawing through the planks and camoufaging the cut with mud. Barbed stakes are laid underneath the bridge and along the adjacent banks; anyone crossing the bridge causes it to collapse and he ot they will be impaled on these pil PN ye FLOOR IS CUE AT THE

[image: Figure, page 12]
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Suspended Spi

'The wuspended spikes device, also known as the Tiger Tra; an Ginchaquare beard with spikes, It is weighted with bricke and cus. pended fram the branch of a tree overhanging a path. A tripwire stretched across the path beneath the spike board, when pulled, frees the devive to fall on someone below. con a1 Spike Log (Mace)

[image: Figure, page 13]

'The spike log is spproximately & to 10 feet long and studded with spikes It ia often left in roadside ditches where it ia biden in the grasa, In another eoplacement, called the Mace, the spike log is euspended from atreo branch in wich a way that, when & tripwire is pulled, the log swings down the path or trail—-impaling anyene in its way. along.

[image: Figure, page 13]

37m 108 (ace)

3 Cal. .22 Fountain Pen



GENERAL DESCHIPTION AND COMMENT.

The caliber .22 fountain pen is actually « weapon which fires » 22-coliher rimbre cartridge. It is used by Viet Cong agents for assassinations, 'The Mustration shows the pen in the uncocked position. When the device is cocked, the round stud (part of the firing pin) will be located in the notch at the Ieft end of the alot in the cap. If the stud is pushed out of the notch, + compressed spring will drive the firing pin into the cartridge, causing it tw Bre, This device can be varied as acigarette lighter.

[image: Figure, page 13]
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CAL. .22 FOUNTAIN PER


Explosive Fountain Pen

The explosive fountain pen is another type of boobytrap of harassing de- vice, When the cap is unscrewed and removed from the barrel of the pen, two friction fines fonction and both cap snd barrel explode in the hands of the perton holding the pen.

[image: Figure, page 13]

Sodium Incendiary Device




GENERAL DESCRIPTION AND COMMENT

'The sodium incendiary device is constructed of twa shert metal hemispheres welded together and containing sodiam suspended in a torlike substance. 'The body hag two holes in its outer surface, A wax and paper covering over the holee waterproofs the item when in storage. When the device ls ex placed, the wax cover fs removed. allowing water to contact the sodium and thereby creating heat and ame. This device is often emplaced in boat hilges and ix particularly effective in any area with oil or gas secpage.



CHARACTERISTICS








	Type

Color
	Incendiary




	_

Diameter
	Black

1S in



	Weight
	1S



	Filler ~
	Sodium
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SODIUS INCENDIARY DEVICE



GUIDE TO SELECTED VIET CONG EQUIPMENT AND EXPLOSIVE DEVICES

May 1986 Headquarters, Department of the Army Washington, D.C.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PAMPHLET 381-11





FOREWORD

'The purpose of this handbook is to provide United States military personnel with a compact source of orientation and recognition data on improvised equipment and explosive devices in use by the Viet Cong in the Republic of Viemmam.

The Viet Cong forces have acquired wide experience in constructing grenades, mines, fuzes, explosive charges, and other deadly weapons and detices by using commonly available materials. These devices, cunningly placed and camouflaged, have caused many casualties.

The authority for retention of war trophies by any individual is governed by directives of the senior U.S, Headquarters in the area concerned, as well as by pertinent regulations. Items of war materiel coming into the possession of U.S. forces will be reported through intelligence channels.

Evidence of errors or omissions in this handbook should be forwarded to the U.S. Army Foreign Science and Technology Center, Munitions Building, Washington, D.C., 20315.
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Public domain (U.S. Government work). Mirrored by T.REX ARMS.

Source: local:raw/ancient/P 381-11 Viet Cong Boobytraps.pdf
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