









  
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
  
  
  
  
  


This EPUB was converted from a scan of the original printed edition of
TRADOC Bulletin 3 Soviet RPG-7 Antitank Grenade Launcher (1976),
published by the U.S. Army.

The conversion from the scan may have introduced small errors in
complex tables or equations, so engineering and artillery data should always be checked against
the original files, which can be found at www.trex-arms.com.
T.REX ARMS is not affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. Army.



TRADOC Bulletin 3 — Soviet RPG-7 Antitank Grenade Launcher
	TRADOC Bulletin 3 — Soviet RPG-7 Antitank Grenade Launcher	APPENDIXA ORDERING TRADOC BULLETINS
	FEEDBACK


	About this edition



  
    	
      Cover
    

    	
      Table of Contents
    

  




TRADOC Bulletin 3 — Soviet RPG-7 Antitank Grenade Launcher

UNITED STATES ARMY TRAINING AND DOCTRINE COMMAND >, ,


	© WEAPONS

	, © TACTICS

	¢ TRAINING






SOVIET RPG-7 ANTITANK GRENADE LAUNCHER


NOVEMBER 1976 UNCLASSIFIED





20010803 017














	REPORT

DOCUMENTATION

PAGE

to average | hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,

estimated
	Ma

Me

77040188




	Public reporting burden for this collection of i

ion is

and

gathering and maintaining the data needad, and

gq the

completing

collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for Information Operations and Reports, 1215 Jefferson

Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington, VA 22202-4302, and to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0704-0188), Washington, DC 20503.
	Send

of i

ion,
	regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this
	



	1. AGENCY USE ONLY (Leave blank)
	2. REPORT DATE

NOVEMBER 1976
	3. REPORT TYPE AND DATES COVERED

FINAL
	



	4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE

TRADOC BULLETIN 3. SOVIET RPG-7 ANTITANK GRENADE LAUNCHER.
	
	
	5. FUNDING NUMBERS



	6. AUTHOR(S}
	
	
	



	7, PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES}

HQ U.S. ARMY TRAINING AND DOCTRINE COMMAND

ATIN: ATCG-T

FORT MONROE VIRGINIA 23651
	
	
	8. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION

REPORT NUMBER



	9. SPONSORING / MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES)
	10. SPONSORING / MONITORING

AGENCY REPORT NUMBER



	11. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES

See TRADOC Bulletin 2 dated February 1975, and TRADOC Bulletin 2, dated April 1975 (Don't ask me, I just input this)
	
	
	



	12a, DISTRIBUTION | AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE; DISTRIBUTION IS UNLIMITED.
	
	
	12b. DISTRIBUTION CODE



	13. ABSTRACT (Maximum 200 words)

This bulletin will focus on the RPG-7 antitank grenade launcher, the most numerous and widely distributed of all the Soviet

antitank weapons. Introduced in 1962, is is now the standard Soviet and Warsaw Pack squad antitank weapon (except in

Czechoslovakia which has a weapon of its own design similar to the older Russian RPG-2). The RPG-7 has been a standard

weapon in the Israeli inventory since 1967. It has been used in Northern Ireland where it has been reportedly fired from

inside buildings.
	
	
	



	Of all the Soviet antitank weapons, the RPG-7 is probably the best known to U.S. commanders. In Vietnam its efficiency in

all types of combat, including fire at helicopters, was well established after its introduction in 1967.
	
	
	



	This bulletin describes the RPG-7: how it works, the capabilities and weakness of the weapon, its crew training and its

tactical employment. These factors provide considerations for developing effective countermeasures against the RPG-7 and,

finally, thoughts on training to insure countermeasures are learned before the battle starts.
	
	
	



	14, SUBJECT TERMS
	
	
	15. NUMBER OF PAGES

35



	
	
	
	16. PRICE CODE



	17. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
	18. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF THIS
	|19. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
	20. LIMITATION OF ABSTRACT





UNCLASSIFIED UNCLASSIFIED UNCLASSIFIED UNLIMITED

OF REPORT PAGE OF ABSTRACT


UNITED STATES ARMY TRAINING AND DOCTRINE COMMAND BULLETIN NO. 3¥



SOVIET RPG-7 ANTITANK GRENADE LAUNCHER Capabilities and Countermeasures

U.S. combined arms tactics are the basis for effective countermeasures against the RPG-7. Tanks and mechanized infantry, supported by artillery, can defend or attack successfully against an enemy which has heavy concentrations of RPG-7s — if the captains, lieutenants, and sergeants understand what the weapon can and cannot do, and plan and train accordingly.



U.S. Defensive Countermeasures


	¢ RPG-7 gunners must expose themselves to fire their weapons and to observe the strike of their rounds. Accordingly, they are vulnerable to any antipersonnel round. Indirect fire from artillery and mortars will suppress them, as will accurate automatic weapons and rifle fire.

	¢ U.S. tanks and-APCs on defensive positions should be located to minimize the area of exposed armor. Defilade should be sought, / including protection from flanking and rear attack, as well as frontal \ fire.

	® Positions in trees and underbrush are advantageous not only because of the concealment they offer, but also because they will act as an RPG screen. Where time and material are available, consideration should be given to erecting artificial RPG screens.

	¢ Units moving within a defensive position for example, from one blocking position to another — must anticipate RPG attack, and select their routes and provide suppressive fire accordingly.

	* US. artillery commanders should site their pieces in firing positions which provide defilade, and minimize vulnerability to RPG attack. Battery defense plans should include provisions for antipersonnel fires against RPGs at night.

	e All units should anticipate night attacks by RPG-7 gunners exploiting the effective passive night sights of the weapon. Provision should be made for prompt counterfire, to suppress second shots.





U.S. Offensive Countermeasures


	*® U.S. tank and mechanized forces moving to attack must anticipate fighting through a system of integrated antiarmor fires which can start as far as 3,000 meters from the enemy's defensive positions. Heavy RPG fire must be expected whenever the attackers close with an enemy unit, of whatever size.

	e Attackers should seek routes of approach providing cover and concealment, since both significantly reduce the RPG-7s effectiveness. Careful use of terrain and continuous rapid movement make it difficult for RPG-7 gunners to deliver aimed fire. Trees and bushes can predetonate or disarm the round, and obscure the gunner's vision.

	*® Obscuration is an effective counter to the RPG: smoke delivered in front of known or suspected RPG positions will curtain effective fire. High winds, particularly crosswinds, may make the use of smoke difficult, but such winds also make it hard for the RPG unit to aim effectively.

	* The RPG-7 gunner must expose himself to fire, and to observe the strike of his rounds. He is therefore vulnerable to suppressive fire. Preplanned suppression, especially fer artillery and mortars, should anticipate RPG positions. But when the attacking force comes under RPG fire, the machineguns of the tanks and APCs are the quickest and most effective counter. Prompt suppression from attacking tanks or infantry can kill the gunner, or drive him to ground.

	® When contact with RPGs is anticipated, tank platoon leaders should consider having one tank in each section carry a loaded APERS round for immediate RPG counterfire.

	* RPG-7 gunners are particularly vulnerable to artillery rounds bursting overhead, so suppression should exploit VT and time fire.

	e Enemy defensive doctrine teaches ambush of attacking armor from covered positions. U.S. Infantry accompanying our armor must be prepared to attack into such positions.

	e Close combat with RPG-7s within 300 meters —- demands swift, effective use of cover, concealment, suppression, and teamwork: training of tank-infantry teams should emphasize reaction to RPG fire.



a



Combat in Built-up Areas

Fighting among buildings literally adds a third dimension: an RPG-7 can be fired from within buildings, and from atop roofs down onto attacking armor. This added dimension increases the responsibilities of US Infantry for protecting our armor by suppression and attack of RPG positions. Both on the attack and defense, the enemy can be expected to use numerous RPG, the most effective counter to which will be our machineguns, rifles, grenades, and LAWs.



Training

Publications which describe techniques for training the combined arms team to operate on the highly lethal modern battlefield are or will be soon available to the unit commander through normal distribution channels. Here is a list of publications which will provide training guidance.



Armor and Mech Infantry — Use of Terrain and Suppression

TC 7-1

TC 7-3

TC 7-4

TC 7-50

TC 17-15-3 .-

TC 17-36-2

TC 71-4-2

TRADOC Bulletin 1

TRADOC Bulletin 1U

TRADOC Bulletin 2

TRADOC Bulletin 2U



Arty-Suppression/Obscuration

TC 6-20-1

TC 6-20-2



RPG-7 Training Aids

Each TASO has master copies of the diagrams and pictures in this Bulletin from which you can order 35mm slides or vugraphs for use in officer schools, or unit training.

Each TASO can also order a realistic mockup of the RPG-7 launcher and round which can be used for recognition training, and added realism in field training.



APPENDIXA ORDERING TRADOC BULLETINS

Purpose. A series of TRADOC Bulletins are being published by HQ TRADOC to provide commanders timely technical information on weapons, tactics and training technique. It is not intended to supplant doctrinal publications, but to supplant material on ''How to fight'' with data derived from tests, recent intelligence, or other sources, which probe ''why?"'

Applicability. TRADOC Bulletins are developed by Headquarters, TRADOC using the most comprehensive and current military and civilian data available. Army Training and Evaluation Programs (ARTEP), Field Manuals (FM) and Training Circulars (TC) will continue to be the primary training references. TRADOC Bulletins will supplement them with an explanation of why we are training in a g iven manner. TRADOC Bulletins should enable commanders to better stimulate and motivate subordinates to understand why we train the way we do.

Index of Series. TRADOC Bulletins are cataloged in DA Pamphlet 310-3, ''Index of Doctrinal, Training and Organizational Publications.'' The series are numbered consecutively and each TRADOC Bulletin is announced at time of printing in the information bulletin distributed to all pinpoint account holders by the US Army AG Publications Center.

Additional Copies. Submit DA Form 17 to order more copies of this TRADOC Bulletin.

Permanent Distribution. Pinpoint account holders receiving TRADOC Bulletin Number | from Baltimore will automatically receive two copies of all subsequent issues unless a DA Form 12-11B is submitted to change that quantity. Others desiring to be added to the permanent distribution list for TRADOC Bulletins must submit a DA Form 12-11B. Units which are required to submit publication requests through another headquarters should send the completed exerpt through proper authority.

Reference for Distribution Procedures. DA Pamphlet 310-10 explains the pinpoint distribution system and how to establish or update an existing account at the US Army AG Publications Center.
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FEEDBACK

TRADOC Bulletins present information aimed at communicating principles, facts, the '"'why'' of our doctrine, and other data important to soldiers. We'd like to know if we hit the target. Please respond to this questionnaire, cut out, fold and mail. Your reply will help in our efforts to fit your needs.







	1. Did this bulletin




	give you information you didn't know before



	remind you of data you already know



	just rehash data you already knew.



	2. Whom do you think is the appropriate target audience of this bulletin? (Check any or all)



	company commanders

platoon leaders



	division commanders

battalion commanders



	3. Where do you think this deta should be used?



	unit training (Officers)

service schools

unit training (EM)



	4, Are you convinced that the latest RPG-7 data is correct?



	Yes



	Explain:

No



	§. Which TRADOC Bulletins have you read?



	#1 (C) Range and Lethality of US and Soviet Anti-Armor Weapons (U)



	#1 (U) Range and Lethality of US and Soviet Anti-Armor Weapons (U)



	#2 (C) Soviet ATGMs: Capabilities and Countermeasures (U)



	#2 (U) Soviet ATGMs: Capabilities and Countermeasures (U}



	(C) Soviet RPG-7 Anti-Tank Grenade Launcher (U)



	(C) Soviet ZSU-23-4: Capabilities and Countermeasures (U)



	#5 (U) Training with LAW (U)



	#6 Countersurveillance and Camouflage



	#8 Modern Weapons on the Modern Battlefield



	6. Other comments
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