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INSTRUCTIONAL POINTS
“WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT ?--THE SPECIAL COURT-MARTIAL"

1, CRIMINAL CASES INTHE ARMY NORMALLY BEGIN AT THE COMPANY
COMMANDER LEVEL .

2. A CoURT-MARTIAL /8 A CRIMINAL CASE AND A coverray
RESULTE /N A COURT-MARTIAL CONVICTION RECORD.

3. THE MAXIMUN] PUNISEMENT FOR A REGULAR SPEC/AL COURT-
MARTIAL /8 S/X MONTHS ‘CONFINEMENT AT HARD LABOR,

TWO-THIRDS FORFE/TURE FOR S/¥ MONTHS , AND /?500'5’770” 70 £1.

4. FACH COMMANOER MUST MAKE AN WOELFNLENT DECISION
ON THE PISAOSITION OF FACKH CASE.

O. ANACCUSED 15 PROVIOED AN ARMY LAWVER AS LEFENSE COUNSEL.

6. COURTE- MARTIAL ARE LEBAL FPRICEDUES WHIEH MAY BE CON-
FUSING TO AN ACCUSEL, AND HE MUST-RELY ON IS COLWSEL
FOR ASS/STANCE.

7. APPELLATE R/GHTS INCLUDE REVIEW BY THE
COMMANDER, THE STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE, AND /N SomE
CASES BY THE NIDGE APDVOCATE GENERAL.

TROUBLE IN THE BARRACKS.

YOURE CRAZY

MAN S SHEWAS

CHASING ME
ALL MGH T

THISLIL TEACH you 70
STAY AWAY FROM MY GIRL.



http:tJEr"E;V.9E

MUTS TOYOU. GET
UT OF HERE.

OK --CHARLIE, LETS
SHAKE AND COOL OFF.

KNOck |T OFF, You GUYS.

ELL E IN TROUBLE. KEEP OUT OF
WG Lot THIS , RODRIGUEZ.




| /4L GET 7HAT Wiseeur’
HE THINKS HE'S SO
GREAT/

/ REALLY LIKE THIS \IT5 A GREAT |
KOTA CAMERA - BUT | BUY. 6O
£E8200. / DON'T kNOW. ]  AHEAD.

LETS CHANGE /INTO CIVIES.
/ WANT 70 7TRY 7H/S AO7A OUT.

GOOD /DEA. LETS SHOWER
S0 WE CAN GO
DOWNTOWN LATER.

_ 7

OH? | SHOULD LOCK THAT UpP -
BUT WERE iN A HURRY. ['LL




[ 74E SHowER 2ooM,

HEY! MY CAMERAS GONE. /

ANEW | SHOULD HAVE LOCKED IT | AR

UP LETS SEE TOP RIGHT AWAY,

JOE. 1LL
STAY HERE.

3OMINUTES LATER.

THEN. WHAT
HAPPENED P

/CAME BACK FRom
THE SHOWER ANO |T
WAS GONE.

DOWN THE HALL.

TIME FOR THE WEEKLY

LAUNDRY RUN. HEY,

WHATS THIS P




JUST THEN.

EVERYONES RESTRICTEQD A THEFT |
DOWN IN JOHNSONS ROOM, KEY, -l
WHATE THAT? YOU STAY THERE. ') WHATS THE

MATTER, SARGE ?

/ ST FOUND THIS Il
MY LAUNDRY. HONEST!

>

%

N~

-
—

IN THE ORDERLY ROOM |

THATS WHAT HAPPENED.
| CAUGHT HIM HIDING THE
CAMERA.

[ CAN'T BELIEVE

HARRIS WOULD DO /7.
HE'S A 600D
SoLDiER

THATS 1T, SIR. HERE IN THE MP
REPORT AND WITNESS STATEMENTS
HARRIS ~- A THIEF. HARD TO

| (13 =
25 WHOA, ToP NOBIDY'S A
THIEF YET AT THIS PONT

N\ ALL WE HAVE 1S AN
- ALLEGATTON.




WHAT ARE YOU GOING 70 DO,
SIRP BARRACKS LARCENY /&

RIGHT TO0P. CALL
JAG. / NEED SOME
LEGAL ADV/CE
BEFORE | DECIDE
WHAT 70 Qo.

THAT AFTERNOON

\—,—&0 BUSINESS.

D0 Yo THINK You COULD -
HANDLE THIS BY ARTICLE /57 §&

SEEMS T00 SERIOUS 70

ME. WHATE THE REAL

DIFFERENCE 2 /M KIND

ARTICLE /5 /S FOR MINOR
OFFENSES. BUT HERE WE
ARE TALKING ABAUT A
CaRT-MARTIAL .

A COURT-MARTIAL 1S A REAL
CRIMINAL  TRIAL WHICH CAN
RESULT N A COURT CONVICTION.
=]
A LERMANENT
CRIMINAL RECORD?




THAT'S RIGHT. IN ADDITION, AN
ACCUSED TRIED BY SPECIAL
COURT-MARTIAL FOR THIS
OFFENSE CAN RECEIVE A
MAXIMUN] SENTENCE OF &
MONTHS W JAIL, FORFE)TURE
OF TWO THIRDS FAY PER MONTH
FOR 6 MONTHS AND REDUCTION

70 £7.
How ﬁﬁac/r
D/SCHARGE P

A PUNITIVE DISCHARSE /5 POSSIBLE
WHEN TRIED BY A BCD SPFCIAL
COURT-MARTIAL OR BY A GENERAL
COURT MARTIAL . DOES HARRIS
HAVE A PRIOR COURT-MARTIAL ?

—— —

NO. HE'S A Goop
SOLDIER. '

\__fAWERS’ GOTTA HELPNE.

WELL . WHAT Do 1 Do? You

/VE ADVISED You oN
ALL THE LEGAL ANGLES,
BUT YOU HAVE 70
DECIDE ON WHAT Yol
W/LL Do.

YOUR CHOICES ARE. -

1.DROP THE CASE
> USE ARTICLE 15

RECOMMEND A
S OURT-MARTIAL TO
THE BATTALION
COMMANDER.




CRIMINAL RECORD- -
6AND 6 -- /5 OR
CORT - MARTIAL ?
WHAT A TOUGH

DEC/S/ON,

FIRST SERGEANT, IM GOING
70 RECOMMEND A SPECIAL
COURT-MARTIAL FOR HARRIS
FOR VIOLATION OF ARTICLE /2] OF THE
UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY
MSTICE -- L ARCENY.

5‘#[57'5‘ AND FORWARDING

S LETTER THOED LE. /UL
N\ HAVE HARRIS HEE AT
N\ /400 So You QW INFOFM

AT /%400

THAT'S 1T, HARRIS. /M CHARGING @
YOU W/ITH LARCENY AND RECOM -

MENDING A SPECIAL COURT-
MARTIAL TO THE COLONEL.

~ A COURT-MARTIAL!
| Bur/a/m 7 STEAL




S/R, HERE'S THE

HARRIS CASE FROM B COMPANY. JAG
SAYS /7 LOOKS LIKE A CLOSE CASE
BUT THAT THERE /S ENOUBY TO GO
70 TRIAL ON.

QA BATTALIoy
HEADQUA FRs|

y mws CLARK, AEME
AN 1z 74E FILE ANy
AW AR WEV/O(/.S' 6’0A/V/C’770/V5 7

-

JUST LIKE THE
COMPANY COMMANDER, /
MUST MAKE AN INDERENDENT
DECISION. MMM! WELL, ]
THINK A COURT-MARTIAL /S
NEEDED. HEDID HAVE
THE CAMERA !/

S/R, THEY WANT 70
VAIL ME FOR SOMETHING | DIDN'T00,
THE FIRST SERGEANT SAID YOU WERE

W RELAX, SAM... ] AM A

LAWYER AND WE WIN

QUITE A FEW OF OUR
CASES. LET'S START
FROY THE BEGINVING - -
STEP BY STEP

ALAWYER AND WOULD HELP ME.,

WEVE BEEN OVER
THAT “3 TIMES SIR! / JUST WaNT 70
BEAT A CouRT-MARTIAL. NO
MORE QUESTIONS.,

OK. MST A FEW MORE
FOR TOPLAY. ... ANY
ENEM/ES NV 7//55,4,6%1’5?
ANYONE WHO DOESN'T




HECK No. ALL THE
FELLOWS GET ALONG!
BUT.. HEY, 1 0/D GET
INTO IT WITH
ANDERSON A FFEW
WEEKS AGO--OVER

THE
TRIAL COUNSEL HAS
THIS SET FOR TRIAL
NEXT WEDNESDAY,
BETTER MAKE A L/ST
OF THINGS 7000, /

CAN'T MISS ANY
DE

LETSSEE...

IM HARR/S' FLATOON LEADER
AND | WANT 70 SPFAK UP FOR
HIM AT THE TRIAL. HES A

Goo» SOLOIER.

FOR HIM ON WHAT SENTENCE
b\ N HE SHOULD RECEIVE.

PT THOMPSO!

) | 4’
T

,'\

GOOD,LIEUTENANT, YoU CAN
TESTIFY AS 7O HARRIS' 6000
MORAL CHARACTER A7 THE
i TRIAL. [FHE IS FOUND GULTY,

YOU CAN AGAIN TESTIFY

J
I

\




[oNE orrErR 7HING -- wHY No EM - COURTS MARTIAL THE JUDGE. WILL SOON BE [ wity so MANY QUESTIONS? Do /

ONTHE CART? THATE NOT FAIR. | S. N\ SOMETIMES ASKING YOU. HAVE ALL THOSE CHOICES? j——
B | TAKE A WH/LE, T
: AV 75 £S YoU DO, AND IF YoU PLEAD

LEAST ONE-THIRD OF THE COURT | | " YoU HAVE 70 HELP ME
BE FNLISTED MEN. THATS ! /UL BE ASKING You
USUALLY ENOUGH TOFIND AN QUESTIONS AND YOULZL BF
ACCUSED NOT GUILTY. BT FELLOW) LECIDING SamiE IMFPORTANT
DO FIND QUESTIONS. -
LTX Ew | 2 =L L
CAN

YOUR PLEA ONLY /F YoU ARE

GUILTY AND BAY sO. NO

PHONY DEALS /N A MILITARY
COLRT.




(You saip70/0NT HAVE 70| BB

/
SAY NOTHIN TOUE

THE GOVERNMENT MUST
PROVE 175 CASE FIRST-
YOU CAN'T GE FORED

THS ARTICLE )

G(3) SESSIAN-- THE MILITARY FPHRASE A

FOR PRELIMINARY HEARING - -
THE COURT /S

CONVENED BY
COURT-MART/AL
COMVANING ORDER ...

/5 CAL

LED 7O ORVER,

A7 LEAST QVE THIRD OF THE MEMBER,

HARKIS, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 70 #HAVE

B -2 OF THIS COURT COM-
\ P o S
20 YOU WANT™ ENLISTED

@y PERSONS 70 BF LEAULED

70 THIS CaART7 7

SPECALIST HARRIS
How Do You PLEAD?

THE ACCYSED, SPECALIST
HARRIS, FLEADS ‘NOT
GUNLTY. -




7TH/S SESSION 15
ADJOURNED. THE
TRIAL WILL BEGIN
W 15 MINUTES.

THE COURT W/LL
COME TO ORDER.

THE COURT /5
CONVENED BY...

—_—

Z4

THE A

KOSECUTION
CALLS AS [T5 FIRST WITNESS ALATOON
CERGEANT ERN/E VONES,

DO YOU SWEAR THAT THE EVIDENCE YoU
SHALL GIVE IN THE CASE Now /N
RING SHALL BE THE
WHOLE TRUTH AND M
THE TRUTH.

.

, THE

NG BUT

STATE YOUR FULL NANE, GRADE
ORGANIZATION, STATION, AND)

ARMED FORCE,
ERNIE JONES,
PLATOON SERGEANT, CoMANY
B /5T BATTALION, 2KD
INFANTRY, FORT BLANK,
o MISSALIRY, U.5. ARMY.

|




D0 YOU KNOW THE
ACCUSED?
YES.

/TS SP4HIRRIS
S/TTING OVER THEKE.

[ CALL YOUR ATTENTIO
TOA 24y DAY SEVERAL
WEEKS AGO W THE
BARRACKS. WHAT
HAPFPENED?

wALK WG Donn THE) (B
AL AND WAS
TOCR MG FOR PLA-
TON SERGENT
STEIN. WHEN | <%

VENED THE

S@PUHY RIOM,
/SAN...

O MINUTES LATER.

THAT S ABXWT ALL /
REMEMBER,

THE BARRACKS
LARCENY ?

OBJECTION, YOUR HONOR. THE

PROSECUTION /S LEAPING THE

WITWNESS AND /8 ASKING FOR
A HEARSAY ANBHER.

YR OBIELTION 18 SUSTANED)
KEPHRASE YOUR QUESTION.

CPT THOMPSON /S Do/NG
ALL RIGHT. THIS LEGAL
STUHF /S COVFUSING
a07 A’Ajﬂ;l_/ﬂﬁe.cmfps

Dy

C /L
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N L&

7 (A —
ANNE

=

=

£
R
S

NESSSH
v

7\
A\
e

\ A e




[Wow, RODRIGUEZ, Y WELL, WE CAME IN
/mrﬂwwp AND PULLED THEM

WA)T AMINUTE.

THE PROSECUTION )THE 95/‘51/55 HAS AART. SAM, SAM ../ DON'T CARE WA Y D/P FHGH T
RESTS. AN O, VS WANTED 77 / WITH HIM AND
U PEAANSE WL SHOW THAT HURKIS, WANTED 70 S0k Ywsay oo T N e

THE DEFFNSE

SPe4 HARRIS /S THE VICTIM FRAME HARK)S, HESA

ANDERSON DON'T LIKE 70 SHAKE, fF- RESTS.
COAMEUP AN CROOK AND LESERVES,
VAL T e e HIRESS. WELL, THEN... ATV AL e

WILL SHow THAT... | 4 i

U FFRAME

THE COURT WILL
RECESS UNTIL 0900
N THE MORNING.,

L=y \; 3
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THEN THE SJA WILL
REVIEW THE RECORD

OF TRIAL.

s R A R
THE COURT WILL ANNOUNCE /75 FINDINGS.

/F YOU ARE FOUND GUILTY, THEN WELL
ARGUE FOR THE L/GHTEST SENTENCE |

£
A05S/5BL S5/R, IF /| AM CONVICTED,
/S IT ALL QUER? Do/

‘ FAVE ANY CHNCE?
l;"}/;j A‘/;'_a\
1) L e I
1 \op%S) | 2

e |
4 7

J : ' I iq . /'1’~‘
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THE CASE CAN THEN BF LOOKEDAT
N WASHINGTON,.

UNDER ARTICLE 69, UEM, THE JUPGE
Ag WICATE m«mﬁ #/f%:?@ CAN ACT

SN CER AN SPECIL COURT-MARTIAL (ASES,

ALL THE WAY 70 WASHINGTON.
%fg (?%7/07%}/ WELL 75”
LVED.

o THINK 450,
TOMORROW. [ NECESSARY,
V2L HELP YOU WITH ANY
APPEALS. SEE You IN THE

MORNING.

2/00 HOURS

SEE YOUIN COURT
SIR. HOFE WE
MAKE 17,

/TS LATE BUT /L
PUT A FEW MORE
MINUTES INON THE
CLOSING ARBUMENT,
LETS SEF....

?

-
S
&

~




THE COURT WILL )\ THE PROSECUTION

THAT HARR/S STULE THE
AO7A CAMERA.. .

vo. THE FINAL ﬂfff@MWAf/oA/ AS 70 THE
WEIGHT OF THE EVIOFENCE AND THE CRED)-
BILITY OF THE WITHESSES IV THIE CASE
RESTE SOLELY UPON YOU MEMBSRS OF THE
COURT. YU MUST DISREGARD ANY COMMENT
OR STATEMENT MADE BY ME OURNG THE
COURSE OF THE TRIAL WHICH MAY SEEM TO
INOICATE AN OPIN/ON AS TO THE GUILT OR
INNOCENCE OF THE ACCUSED, FOR YOU
ALONE HAVE THE INDEPENDENT RESANS]-
B’/Lg gﬁi_ﬁﬂfc/pwa THE

T

*...EA@?OF Yoy
MUST IMAARTIALLY RESOLVE THE

ULTIMATE [85LE AS 70 THE
GUILT OR IWNOCENCE OF THE
ACLUSED IN ALLORDANCE WITY
THE LAW, THE EVILENLE ADMITTED
IN COURT, AND YOUR Oupy

\ 'u"l\\'t_'._

HOW LONG, \\ COULD BE 30 MINUTES MAYBE

How LoNG! ) A COUPLA HouRs, THEY
et et D/SCUSSAL T AL
VWL, AND MUST VOTE, CALM DOWA!

,,‘{/ 7




/AGREE, YoU
J/ST TELL BY THE
WAY ANDERSON
FLARED UP WHEN
CPT. THOMPSON
CORNERED HIM

WELL! | THINK
/7S AN OPEN AND
SHUT CASE.
CLEARLY, HARRIS
WAS FRAMED BY
ANDERSON.
RODRIEYEZ 'S
TESTIMONY
BEARS 77?/?5'

| THE/R ACCUSED. / SAY
A THE MERE FACT THAT
ABou7 THAT F1GHT. | AMOERSON AND FARR/S
| THINK HE WAS oUT B GaT INA FIGHT VER
FOR REVENGE L 4 GIRL BEFOKE THE,
AND PLANNED THE B THEFT OCCURED DOESNT
WHOLE THING. = MFAN A THING.
) = THERE T0 SEE WHAT
E@%L;\\t
\ ;

_ i ACTUALLY HAFPENED,
Zo\ =)~ BRA A\ T\ AACTS FROM THE
N A1/0fME FRE-

SENTED 70
LETERMINE THE
TRUTH!

_ SP4 HARRIS, IT/S MY DUTYAS ARESIDENT

OF THIS COURT™ 7O INFORM YOU T Ler

CLOSED SESS/ON AND UPON 5’50?5’?%?/7%
i<l i =5

e
e




By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

CREIGHTON W. ABRAMS
General, United States Army
Official: Chief of Staff
VERNE L. BOWERS
Major General, United States Army
The Adjutant General
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